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achieved complete success. Our strategic position on the Western Front, as well as the tactical situation of our troops in the St. Mihiel salient, would have been materially improved. The attack began on February 2ist and met with great success, especially during the early days, owing to the brilliant qualities of our men. The advantage, however, was insufficiently exploited, and our advance soon came to a standstill. At the beginning of March the world was still under the impression that the Germans had won a victory at Verdun,
The Tyrol offensive against Italy by the Austrian troops was only to begin at the end of April or early in May. Owing to the bad railway communications, preparation had to be made very early.
To make the offensive against Verdun possible, heavy artilleiy had to be transferred from the German East Front to the West. G.H.Q. had brought back the divisions from Serbia, and in order to reinforce the Italian Front, the Eastern Front had been greatly weakened by the Austrian General Staff. Both offensives were to stiffer from the fact that failing impetus prevented the first successes from being followed up. At Verdun, perhaps, as the attack was restricted to a tactical operation, we only just fell short of obtaining a moderately favourable conclusion.
But in Italy it was a question of an operation on the grand scale which from the start demanded for success much larger reserves than were available. Yielding to this demand led to a very serious weakening of the Eastern Front, where the position was already critical on account of the great numerical superiority of the Russians, even if a decisive victory were won in Italy. It appears, too, that the successful repulse of the Russian winter offensive had made Austria-Hungary cock-sure.
I am unable to say whether the two General Staffs could have embarked on different operations altogether, or have undertaken a joint offensive against Italy. In any case, the result of the war was not to be decided on the Italian Front. The decision could only come in the West, in France. And we should only be strong enough for a decision on that front when the Russians had been defeated.
208

